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Richard Steele, Eq; 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


1 =y ; a 
” 4 N 8 


ſend you all that can at preſent 
be Collected relating to the Caſe 
— of Mr. Steele. „„ 


The Parliament, after ſeveral Proro- 
gations, met on Feb. 16. 17. and pro- 
pos'd Sir Thomas Hanmer for their Speaker; 
upon which Mr. Steele ſtood up in his 

Place, and ſpoke to this effect: 


Ccording to your Deſire, I here 


} 


: if : (£4) ) 
4 4% At the Cloſe of the laſt Seſſion of 
4 Parliament, her Majeſty was graciouſly 
=. © pleagd to declare from the-T hrone, 

ce that the late rejected Bill of Commerce 

« between Great Britain and France, 

« {ſhould be offer'd to this Houſe. | 
That Declaration was certainly made, 

6c; that every Gentleman who ſhou'd have 

4 the Honour to be return'd hither, might 
4 make himſelf Maſter of that Important 
1 Queſtion. 
lt een That was a moſt 

- « Pornicious Bill, and no Man can have 
* 60 ſo great Merit to this Nation at this 

AI time, as his, by whoſe Weight and 
E Authority that Pernicious Bill was 


. 0 ⁰ W I IEG 


* "Ve . * 


e thrown out. 
1 riſeup.todo him Honour in ſome 
| . meaſure, and diſtinguiſh my ſelf, by 
EM 0 T wiſh him Hp Speaker for "that 
3 * his e er Service fo bis en. 
| bat Mr. Steel: Aid Pos this Occi- 
ſion was variouſly , cenſur d; however, 
that worthy Gentleman was unanimouſſ 
"choſen Speaker of the HOhOtrable Hook 
: of- e e 
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21 Murch 3d, A Petition as lodged a- 5 | 
gainſt Mr. Steele, by James Earl of Barrj= 
more of the Kingdom of Ireland, and Sit 


Richard Vernon, Baronet, complaining of 


an undue Election and Return for the Bur- 


rough of Stockbridge in the County of 


aÞ+- 3915 oo ende RR 
March 12. A. Complaint was made to 
the Houſe of Three printed Pamphlets; 
x. The Engliſhman, from Saturday, Januarx 
16, fo Tueſday, January 19. 174. where? 
in is a Letter to the Engliſomun, to which 

is ſubſcrib'd the Name Richard Steele: 
2. The Criſis; in the Title-Page whereof 
it is laid, 'By Richard Steele, Eſq; 3. The 


Engliſhman, being the Cloſe of the Paper fo 


called; in the Title Page whereof it is alſd 
faid, By Richard Steele, Eſq; "ns FB 

Theſe Pamphlets were cenſur'd, as con - 
taining ſeveral Paragraphs tending tosedi- 
tion, highly reflecting upen her Majeſty, 
and arraigning her Adminiſtration and 


Government, The ſaid Pamphlets were 
brought up to the Table, and it was or- 


der'd, That Richard Steele; Eſq; (a Mem- 


4 8 8 
ber of the Houſe) ſhould attend in his 
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March. 1 3. M r. Steele attended in his 
place (according to Order) when ſeveral 
Paragraphs in his Pamphlers were read, 
and he deſir'd Time till Thurſday the 
13 _ to be heard nnen, args? 1 


N 'F 10] 


Arb a Mr. Steele made a Motion 
for Addreſſing her Majefty, That ſhe 
would be pleas'd to give Directions, That 
the ſeveral Repreſentations, Orders and 
Inſtructions, relating to the Demolition 
of Dankirk; de laid before the Houſe. 
The previous Queſtion was put, and 
upan a Diviſion ane in the N _— 
ny againſt 109. 

The ſame Day came out the Lords Ad. 


Wot, as follows : . 


1 he Humble 4 4 4 Rig * 
e in e 40 embled. 
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* 
« 


7E Your Majeſty's. el Dutiful 
and Loyal Subjects, the Lords 


* * Allemablcd, ET Leave humbly to Re- 


Ares £0 ber Majeſty, dated the 11 in- 


Honourable the Lords Spiritual * 


bo Spiritual and 2 in. Parliament 


85 e | 


(79: — 
« :preſent to Your. Majeſty, That we have 
4 begun our Endeavours to ſuppreſs Se- 
% ditious Papers: (which: Your Majeſty 
«, was pleaſed to take Notice of in Your 


wy 


«moſt Gracious Speech from the Thrane) 


& by lying our ſelves to Diſcover: the 
. der Per a e or 
« Pamphlet, Intituled, The Publick Spirit 
V Encouragement of the Author of the Criſis, 
& with {ome Obſervations on the Seaſanable- 
*« neſs, Candor, Eruditian, and Style of that 
I ue. London, Fried for John 
| | © Morpbew scar Stationers Hall. 27% 4. 
Which we conceive to be a Falſe, Ma- 
“ licious, and Factious Libel, highly diſ- 
- | © honourableand ſcandalous to Your Sub- 
* & jects of Scotland, tending 10 the De» 
I ©-firudtion, of the Conſtitution, and (by 
* making falſe and unjuſt Reflections up- 
„ on the Union and the Steps and Motives 
t | © 10.it). moſt injurious to Your Majeſty, 
{ || © who have been pleaſed often to Declare 
4 7 
8 from the Throne, That the Union of 
„the Iwo Kingdoms is the peculiar Hap» 
« pineſs of Your Reign, in making a ful 
4 Proviſion for the Peace and Quiet of 
“ Your People, and the Security of our 
“Religion, by ſo firm an Eſtabliſnment 
n i * Great 


„. and Diſperſed that Libel ; and by the 
% Examination of ſeveral Witneſſes" on 


«Oath, That the ſame" was Printed by 


« John Barber, à Printer, who at the 


4 time of the Printing the faid ſeditious | 


«T.ibel, was and yet is intruſted with 


«Berber, in his Examination, inſiſting 
not to anſwer any Queſtions, the An- 
& ſwyer to which might tend to ccule 
& himſelf; or to corroborate the Accuſa- 
tion againſt" Him, we have not as yet 
been able to diſcover the Author of the 
4 faid Libel, or who brought the Written 


Copy thereof to be printed. And there- 


* fore that nothing may be wanting or 
«our Parts towards the Diſcovering anc 
« Puniſhing*ſo' great a'Ctiminal, as we 
et take the Author of the faid Libel to be, 
«we do moſt hambly beſeech Your Ma- 
_ ©5efty, That Your Majeſty: will be gra- 
« cioufly plea ſed to iſſue Your Royal Pro- 


4 clamation, with a Promiſe therein! o 


© fuch a Reward, as Your Majeſty ſhall, 
* in Your Royal Wiſdom, think fit, to 


«any Perfon who ſhall diſcover and make 


due Proof againſt the Author or Au- 
A | * rhors 


© phem at our Bar, that he Publiſhed, Sold 


4 Printing the Gazette ;'but'the id John 


rr ne e neee eee 
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„ | 
ec thors of the ſaid Libel: As alſo Your 
_ «© Majelty's moſt Gracious Pardon to ſuch 
„ perſon or Perſons as. ſhall make ſuch 
« Diſcovery, of all Crimes and'Miſde- 


% 'meanors committed in relation to the 


Frinting, Publiſhing nad as 
cc the ſaid Libel. þ nn i C313 374 ng 


0 Which Addreſs Her Majeſty 1 was 


dee to Anſwer v belag 2, 
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Thanks you - fart the Co ana Jon * thy : 
Seppraſſing all Seditious Libels 5 (+ 

And have given Order __ 4 Proclamation 
according a 45 ts _ fred. {1:47 £2644 has 


By - 
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" Marth 5 This Day Her Majeſty! was 

moi graciouſly. pleas?d: to iſſue out her 
Royal Proclamation, :That if am Perſan 
ſhall diſcover, and make due Proof againſt 
the Author or Authors of the ſaid Libel, ſuch 
Perſon ſball receive as 4 Reward the Sum of 
Three Hundred Pounds, and be pardon d of. 
all Crimes and Miſdemeanors. committed. in 
relation to the Printing, Sebi ew er 
por feng: ta __ e a end 
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March 18th: Mr. Steele's Hearing came 
on, and the Concourſe was very great up- 
on this Occaſion. Several Gentlemen who 
had plac'd themſelves in the Galleries, 
and the Speaker's Chamber, refuſing to 
withdraw, were by Order of the Houſe 
taken into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms. e 
The Order of the Day being read, 
Mr. Steele was asked whether he was the 
Author of the beforemention'd Pamphlets: 
He freely own'd, that he wrote and pub- 
liſh'd them; after which a Debate aroſe 
about the Method of Proceeding, and at 
length Mr. Steele was permitted to make 
his Defence, which he did accordingly, 


eg withdrew... n M nyt nets 
1 Many were the Speeches and Debates 
on both ſides, the Houſe fat till paſt 12 
| at Night, and came at laſt to theſe Reſo- 
| Hutions, 1. That (Two: of) the: ſaid Pam | 
ii phlets (viz. The Criſis and The: Cloſe of || 3 
ii the Engliſhman) were ſcandalous and ſedi- 
i tious Libels,  contuining many: Expreſſions P: 
highly reflecting upon her Majefty, the Nobi. | W 
lit), Gentry, Clergy and Univerſities of this I A 
| Proteſtant Sutceſſion in the: Houſe of Hano- I his 
ver is in danger under her Majeſty's: Admi- off (12 
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1 (a) 3 

wiſtration, and tending to alienate the "Af- 
fections of her Majeſty's good Subjecti, ant 
to create Jealouſies and Diviſions among them, 
2. That Mr. Steele, for his Offence in 
Writing and Publiſhing the ſaid ſcandalous 


and ſeait ious Libels, be Expelled this Houſe. 


Thus far, Sir, I have given you a ſum- 
mary Account of the publick Tranſacti- 
ons relating to this Affair of Mr. Steele; 
I ſhall add to theſe a very particular Inci- 
dent, which is known to very few. Mr. 


Steele was not expell'd the Houſe till late 


in the Night; but the Examiner, which 


was printed off by 12 the ſame foregoing Þ} 
Day, gives an inſulting Account of his 


Expulſion, which was near 12 Hours be- 
fore it was actually done. I only inſert 


this as Matter of Speculation, and ſo 


leave it to you. 


It is and has been remarkable, that if 
2 Stranger were to form his Judgment 
of Men by the Repreſentations of the 

Party Writers, he muſt imagine that there 
were only Fools and Knaves that made 
any Figure on both ſides. For it is ſuffl. 
cient now - a- days to malte any Man forfeit 
his Character of Wit and Honeſty, to de- 


9 


/ - 
lare himſelf ither 
clarè himiell on either. 
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3 (12) 
Mr. Steele is a very eminent Inſtance of 
this Truth; for till he declar'd himſelf on 
the Side of what the EXA MINER calls 
the Rain d Party, he was cry*d up by both 
Sides as the brighteſt Man that had ap- 
pear'd in all the politer Arts. His Wit 

was grown the Standard of Excellence, 
and his Picture bought up and kept in the 
Chambers and Cloſets of the Witty and 
the Gay, as Ovid's was worn on the Ein- 
gers of thoſe of the ſame Character in 
Rome. But when he had once appear'd 
in a Cauſe, which was not lik'd by many, 
his Wit as well as his Morals was con- 
demn'd, and he ſcarce allow*d Senfe e- 
nough to write his Name with any tole- 
rable Correctneſs, .. WOE 

It is not to be doubted but you will 
wonder how this ftrange Turn of Fame 
ſhould happen in ſo ſhort a Time; and I 
believe you mult have Curioſity enough 
to defire to know the Solidity of the 
Ground for ſo unaccountable a Change. 
1 ſhall therefore give you a plain and un- 
biaſs'd Draught of all that Mr. Steele has 
done to merit this Treatment, and then 
leave. it entirely to your Judgment to de- 
termine'theJuftice:of itt. 


o 


I ſhall not pretend to give you a Sum- 
mary of all thoſe particular Spectators, 
5 5 I, Su 
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Guardians or Engliſhmen, which gave Rite 


to this Turn, but ſhall begin with that 
Book which made his Enemies irreconcile- 
able to him, or his Senſe and Honeſty. 
And this was a Pamphlet calPd, The Im- 
PORTANCE OF DUNKIRK conſider d, in 
defence of the GUARDIAN of Auguſt 7. in 

a Letter to the BAiLize of STOCKBRIDGE, 

In this Pamphlet, after he has given us 
the Memorial of the Sieur Twgghe to the 
Queen, to prevail with her to femit that 
Part of the Demolition of Dantirt ſtipu- 


lated by the Treaty of Peace with the 


French King, and of his Letter to Mr. Iron- 
fide in the Guardian of Auguſt 7. in Anſwer - 
to the forecited Memorial, in which he 
ſhews, that the Engliſh Nation had' ſuf- 
ter'd more Damage in their Trade from 
the Port of Dazkirk, than from almoſt all 
the other Ports in France; and after he has 
recited the moſt material Objections a- 
gainſt him, and what he* had advancd 
from a Pamphlet publiſh'd againſt him, 
call'd, The Honour and Pre rogative of her 


Majeſty vindicated and defended, againſt {hf : 


unexampled Impudence of the Author o 7 | 
Guardian, in 4 Letter from 4 Country hig 
to Mr. Steele, and fee! the as polite _ 
Clamours of the Examiner againſt him on 
he ſame account, Mr. Steele chen proceeds | 


— — — 


to I 


8 ( 14 ) 

to his Juſtification, by proving the great 
Damages done by the Port of Duzkzirk ta 
our Trade, and therefore the Advantages 
this Nation might reap from its Demo- 
lition. * IT . A 
From its Situation firſt, as being plac'd 
directly in the Way to intercept our Ships 
from London, which carries two Parts in 
three, or fix of Nine of the foreign Trade 
of the whole Kingdom. The Narrow- 
neſs of the Channel between England and 
Dazkirk makes all our Ships viſible. to 
them, and we have loſt many even in the 
Domus. And the Eaſterly Wind, that car- 
ries our Ships down the Channel, brings 


_ thoſe of Daxkirk to meet and intercept 


them; all which Dangers would be re- 


mov*d by the Demolition of that Port; 


and ſo Ten Parts in Nine of our Trade 
from the Port of London wou'd be remov'd 
330 Miles from the Hazards of the laſt 
War. And that Hazard would only reach 


our Southerg Frade, whilſt all our Trade 


td Holland, Hamburgh, and other Northern 
Countries, would be quite out of danger; 
the Trade of the Eaſt. Coaſt would be iti 


fater. He ſhews that the Demolition of 


Dunkirk would 1n great meaſure ſecure 
ſeven Ninths of our Trade. To this he 
adds, that our Charge in defending our 
827 ; LE Ren | 
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(15) 


ſelves will decreaſe in Proportion: to the 


Removal of the Danger. To this he adds, 


that the Deſtroying of that Port will nor 


be of great Conſequence, only to the Pre. 


ſervation of our Trade, but that of our 
Religion and Liberties; the Pretender ha- 
ving once already been ſent out from that 
Port to invade us by the Way of Scotland. 
Having demonſtrated theſe Particulars, 
he comes to a cloſe Anſwer to the Sieur 
Tegghes Memorial, and confutes ever 

Particular advanc'd by the Memorialiſſ he- 


yond a Reply, and to whiclf none yet has 


pretended to make a plain Anſwer, all 
endea vouring to divert the Readers from 
regarding the Strength of Reaſon, by 
3 Abuſes, and very ſcurvy Raik 

3 * Wi 6 6 C $54 2 10% 40 16 
: His Anſwer to the Sieur Tagghe's urging 
the Humanity of ſparing that Port is very 
well turn'd upon him. Tt will-(fays 


Mr. Steele) be a great Act of Humani- 


ty, to inſiſt upon the Demolition of that 
Town, which has deſtroy'd ſo many  * 
* Thouſands of her Majeity's Subjects and 
Having thus confuted his foreign Ene- 
my, he addreſſes himſelf with a great 


deal of Modeſty to clear himſelf of thoſe A 


Imputations laid to him of Ingratitude, 
898 5 1 a3 
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6. £0 
in inſulting the Queen whilſt he was eat. 
ing her Bread; by ſhewing, that he had 
thrown up all his Places before he: did 
preſume to meddle in theſe Affairs, th 0 


in the doing it he always took Care not 


to ſay the leaſt thing that could juſtly be 
interpreted diſreſpectful to her Majeſty, 


or unworthy the Zealof a truly loyal Sub. 


ject for her Service: And as an excellent 
Proof of it, ſhews that no private Man 
can hurt the Prerogative of the Crown 
without being puniſhed by Lac. 


In ſhort, Were J to do Mr. Steele Juſtice 
in this Particular of the Pamphlet of the 


IMPORTANCE oe DUNKIRK, I ſhould 


be oblig'd to tranſcribe the whole Bock; 
but ſince it is to be ſeen in Print, I refer 


vou to it, with this Remark, that it is 


not one of thoſe which has afforded the 


leaſt Occaſion to the Cenſure of the Houſe; 


tlemen as were ſo watchful of Sedition, 


as to find things tending towards it in his 


other Works, would have omitted this, 


which had given the Party Scriblers ſuch 
Provocation, as to make them exert all 


their Talents of Scandal, Anger, and groſs 


Abuſe.” So that we may conclude from 


the Book it (elf, that it diſcovers a warm, 
hearty, and honeſt Zeal for the Preſerva- 


tion 


64 19 
ion of his b i her Ma "ety s 
= and Glory, which never ſhines 
brighter than in her People's Proſperity, 
Wealth and Safety, to'which the Demo. 
lition of Duntirt will fo much contribute, 
and which ſhews her Wiſdom, and Mo- 
_ Love of the Nation, in het ſtipula- 
ting the Deſtruction of a Place ſo mer 
mental to it. gy 
Thus far, therefore, Js find Me. Steele's 
Caſe was bod, very good; for the great 
Aſſembly's not findin Fault with this is 
a tacit Approbation of its Contents, which 


is not to be doubted from ſo noble a Pacy 


liament. 
The next Paper was 10 1 101 in 


the Houſe with an equal Guilt; but hy its 


being left out in the Sentence, it is proba- 
ble that on the Debate, and thorough Pe- 
tuſal of it, the Houſe did not thinł that ir 


did deſerve their Cenſure: And this is the 
ExLIsHMAN from Saturday, Jan. 16. to 


Tueſday, J 
Letter of 


»: 19. The Occaſion of this 
Mr. Syeele's to the ' Engliſh | 
man was to vindicate the Houſe of Daw 
mons of Ireland from the Abuſes of the Ex- 
aminer, who endeavoured to make re- 
land but a Province to Exg/and, and there-. 


fore to have no Right of Parliament, 


which 20 treats in the following Manner: 
C 66 « B 


= 


9 


— 


. 2 

4 > : 
1 ö 
ds, 
** q a 


( 18 ) 


By their own indefatigable Induſtcy, by 
sa thouſand Wiles and Stratagems, by 
the moſt ſubtle Abuſes of Liberty, by 
Fears and Jealouſies, Lying and Calum- 
ny, by the moſt arbitrary Strains of u- 
. « ſurped Power, and by Rage and Vio- 
4 lence unequal to the Capacities of a ſin- 
„ ole. Tyrant, the Iriſh Whiggs have got- 


ci ten the better of the Lenity, and Indo- 


„ lence of the Government, and have 
forced their Way into one Branch of the 


%% · bf io dint, 
Theſe are the Words of the Examiner, 


which provok'd Mr. Steele to oppoſe him, 
and defend the Honourable * 
mons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled. 
The Deſign therefore and Aim even of 
this Paper, ſeems to have been the Effect 
of a Love and Zeal tor our Conſtitution; 
and if this Zeal has tranſported him to ſay 
any thing irregular, any thing too harſh 


Com- 


for the Times to bear, he ſeems a little 


excuſable, becauſe the Examiner had made 


ſo free with that Part of the 1riſo Legil- 


1 


I hope 1 ſhall nor diſpleaſe you, nor any 


one elſe, in giving you his Teit of Men 
and Opinions, as to our Approbation or 
| Rejection of them. ut let the reſt of 
the Worlu do what they pleaſe, and de- 


77 | * ict 


( 19 5 
fer their Proteſtations againſt theſe E- 


0 Wet as $0 as they think fit, J will 
ne al 

60 12 ve of my Country; and as this 

44 is, and I truſt in providence will be, 

* my ſtrongeſt Paſſion to my Life's End; 

« I will whilft it is yet Day, profeſs und 3 

« publiſh the Rules by which I govern' 

« 75 Jud | gps of Men and Things in 
the preſent Conjuncture. 

Does this Action beſpeak ſuch a one 

4 a wiſe Man if he is for the Pretender, 

« ora mad Man if be 1 1s for the Houſe of g 

Hanover? 
« Does this Poſition open a Way to 

the Pretender? Or does it further ſecure 


the Proteſtant Succeſſion? 


Theſe are my Queſtions, which I 
« make the Teſt of Men and Opinions; 
* and if a Man does a Thing that may | 
advance the Intereſt or Power of the 
« Pretender and his Friends, and can no 
* way do Good to the Houſe af Hanover, 
he may ſwear to his laſt Breath, that 
« he is for that Houſe, before he ſhall : 
* make me believe him. 

Thus far we are upon ſafe Grounds ; 1 
ince none of this has fallen under the 
Cenſure of the Houſe ; and I believe you 
will agree with me, that he ſeems to act 

. with 


elſe that is dear to me to 


(20 
with the true Spirit of an Engliſhman, zea- 
lous for the Good, Safety and Honour, of 
his Prince and his Country; for the Se. 
curity of our Trade, and of our Religion, 
Laws and Property, is the proper Object 
of a PATRIOT's Zeal. But if this Zeal 
ſhould, with an honeſt Warmth, have 
tranſported him to ſome Expreſſions in 
what is to come, which haye drawn down 
the Cenſure of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons upon him, we may be allow'd 
to pity him, without oppoſing or finding 
Fault with that Cenſure. Hiſtory has 
given us Examples of very Great Men, 
and thoſe hearty in the Cauſe of the Com- 
monwealth, who haye notwithſtanding 
fallen under the Frowns of the People. 
The good Camilles is of this Number, 
who was driven into Baniſhment by his 
Country, which he had ſo well fought for 
and detended ; and which he afterwards 
delivered from the Gaz/s, when he was 
yet in his Exile. Scipio, after all his Con- 
queſts, and glorious Exploits for the Com- 
monwealth, fell into Diſgrace. The Grac- 
chi- were extinguiſh'd in their Zeal for the 
Agrarian Law, which only could keep the 
| Balance of Power equal between the No- i 
bility and People. Themiſtocles after all a 
his Shcceſs was driven from Athens by C. e 


* 


E 

. /raciſm, that is, the Sentence of the Peo- 
of ple; and yet all theſe, who without doubt 
e. met with nothing but Juſtice from the Ro- 
n, | mans and Athenians, as the incomparable 
& | Sydney has ſufficiently made out, have in 
al all Ages been thought good Patriots, and 
ve hone | Men, 2 f | a ' . | 12 
in There are certain Circumſtances of 
vn Things, certa in Emergencies of State, and 
of ſome particular Turns of Affairs, Which 
2d alter the Face of Actions and Words, and 
ng often give a criminal Countenance to 
as | them, which at other Times, - Seaſons; 
en, and Junctures, would have appear d 
m- much more agreeable and lovely. - + _ 
ng For my part, I can never imagine, that 
le. any auguſt Body of Men, compos'd of the _ 
er, moſt able and ſubſtantial of the People: 
his | plac'd by their Fortunes above the Bribes 
for of Intereſt, Power, or Ambition, can e- 
rds | ver facrifice their Honour, - Conſcience, 
vas and the Good of their Country, to any 
on- | finiſter Aims, or for the Gratiſicat ion of 


m · any one Man or Body of Men in Power. 


rac | For if Men of Eſtates can be 4nfluenced | 


the | by any of theſe Conſiderations, how ag 


the Y a People be more ſafe in their Hands than 
No- 1a thoſe of Perſons of precarious Fortunes, 

all} and who may hope from their -Deſertion } 
of their Honour and their Country's Cauſe 
Tl A+: 7, 3; Coos Rm 
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an immediate Benefit to themſelves and 
og —£ 2 lot Ld de 
It is not therefore reaſonable to ima- 
gine that a Houfe of Commons ſo eminent 
2s this could want juſt Motives for the 
Cenſure they laid upon the following Wri. 


my Opinion, it cannot be fuppos'd that 


or of leſſening the Juſtice of their Cen- 
fure, in this Particular. But fince I haye 
not yet been able to come at the Know- 
ledge of the real Paragraphs and Expreſ- 


not to ſuppoſe that I ſhall any where en- 
deavour to extenuate or leſſen their Guilt. 


I find them in his Books, not doubting 
but that you will ſhew as great an Ab- 
horrence of what may be fedjtious and 


 Nagcatous as \my {elf © 
By the Votes fixing the Cenſure on 
particular Expreſſions and Paragraphs, I 
perſuade my ſelf that it cannot fairly be 
tended to the whole Book: and the ra- 
ther, becauſe great part of the Cis:s is 


Rights of the 
1 | 5 teffant 


tings of this Gentleman. And this being 


I have — Deſign of finding Fault with, | 
ſſe 

ſions which are cenſur'd by them, I hope 

you will be ſo juſt to my Intentions, as 


I ſhall only give you the plain Heads as 


only a ranging in Order ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, by which the Liberties and 
Britiſh People, and>the Pro- 


— 


ws * 


teſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe bf 
Hanoves, are eftabliſh'd : And there. 
fore it would be a villanous Reflection on 
the Houſe of Commons to ſtretch their 
Condemnation to them. Nor can it be 
wreſted to any thing that may be found 
in either of the following Papers againſt 
thoſe Doctrines, which have been reviv'd 

by the Jacobite Rehearſal, and carried on 

by too many of the Clergy ; and which, 

as they were the Occaſion of the Revo- 
tation, ſo are they direGly- againſt it: 
Becauſe thoſe Doctrines in Sacheverell Þ% 
were condemn'd by the Right Honourable 

the Houſe of Lords, and ſo remain to this 
Day. And they muſt be malicious Ene- 
mies to the Houſe of Commons, who 
would make any ſuch black Inſinuations; 
eſpecially ſince the preſent Lord Chance. 

lor of Great Britain has aſſur'd us, before 
the Queen, Lords and Commons, of the 
Lawfulneſs of the Revolution under the 
Notion of Reſiſtance; and aſſerted before 

the moſt Solemn and Auguſt Aſſembly of 


„ Eroße, that there are extraordinary Ca- 
is I} les, Caſes of Neceſſity, which are imply d, 


„e | tho not expreſs d in the general Rule. 
And he at the ſame time declar d, 


| d | 122 1 
„ | fucha Caſe urge eee | 
+ Was, when our late unhappy Soveraign 


then 


- 


Lad * 
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then upon the Throne, miſled by evil 
Counſellors, endeavour'd to ſubvert and 
extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom. 


g NOW Mr. Steele had obſerv'd, that 


notwithſtanding the Revolution, and the 


Settlement of the Crown on the Prote- 


Rant Heir in the Houſe of Hanover, ex. 
eluſive of near thirty of the Popiſh Line, 
who by Hereditary Right muſt ſucceed to 
the Throne of theſe Nations before her: 
That there was printed and diſperſed 


* | 
4 


weekly a Pamphlet for the OC 


of the Riglit of Succeſſion, and whi 
once more trump'd up the fantaſtical Sy- 


tem of Filmer's Patriarchal Government; 


all deftru&ive of our Acts of Parliament, 


Claim of Right, Ac. and opening the 


Way to the PETEN DER. He obſerv'd far- 


cher, that there had been publiſh'd more 


— 


8 


in Print by Leſley, where he expoſes it 


than twenty Pamphlets expreſly againſt 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Hanover, with Tmpunity ; and found that 
<common' Converſation threw every Day 
in his Way, and in that'of every Man of 
any general Converſation, Men that o- 
penly abus'd the Memory of our Deliver- 


er, and condemn'd and ridicul'd the Re- 


volution it felf; nay ſa w the ſame done 


by 


2 — hae rats - - 
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by way of Loſs and Gain, placing on one 
Side the many Millions it has coſt us, and 
the many Lives that have been loſt to ſup- 
port the; Bleſſings it gave us, and this 
done by Men in holy Orders, and coun- 
tenanc'd and read, nay and ſubſcrib'd for 
by too many of the Clergy, who had 
not only taken Oaths to the Powers 
eftabliſh'd by it, but abjur'd All 0. 
thers. Mr. Steele, T ſay, having ſeen; 
heard, obſery'd, and conſider'd all theſe 
things, was juſtly alarm'd at the Con- 
duct of theſe People, againſt which he 
aim'd his Crifs; and therefore addreſ- 
ſes this Book to the Clergy of the Church of 
England, to lay before them and put them 
in mind of thoſe Legal Authorities, a- 
gainſt which ſuch Members of their Body 
ated, when they fell in with thoſe Jaco- 
bite Notions. 2 
Mr. Steele, with all the modeſt and 
Chriſtian Deference to their Sacred Cha- 
racter (which he aſſures them from his 
Youth upwards he always rever'd) ad- 
dreſſes to them to ſpread this true Notion 
of our preſent Conſtitution, to prevent _ 


our falling into Popery and Slavery, the : 


natural Reſult of the contrary Principles. 
And he recommends this Province to their 
Care, becauſe the juſt Influence they have 


FT 
on their Congregations, qualifies them 
moſt for the ſetting the People right in 
this important Artis. 
Tis true he does inſinuate that ſome | 
few of their has acted directly con. 
trary to their Duty in this. But is not 
this as notorious as the Sun at Neon? Has 
not Sacheverell: been e for it? 
Have we not the Sermons of the Mi/bourns N 
and others in Print to prove this? But 

then with how much Mildneſs does, he 
qualify this Tranſgreſſion, by ſaying, , 
That theſe Suggeſtions have been fa - K 
« your'd by ſome few aunwory Men in YI - 
<« holy Orders, who have made the Con. I | 
6“ {itution of their own: Country a very 
little Part of their Study; and yet made 
% Obedience and Government the frequent 
_ * Subjects of their Diſcourſes. '., le 

Ihe late Moſt Reverend Father in God, f 
the Lord Arch · Biſhop of Tork, in his Ser- f. 
mon before the Houſe of Lords on the 0 
zoth of Januar), aſſerts the ſame, and 
| down ſurer and more: juſt Rules of * 

the Clergy's teaching of Obedience, and I | 
meddling with Government in the Pul- b 
„ DPNGTOVHHL EMS. 
* Mr. Steele farther wiſhes in this Epiſtſe eh 
to the Clergy, that the La ws he is about 
to repeat had been ſet in a clear En a 
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and carefully recommended to the Peruſal 
of the young Gentlemen in Colleges, with 
2 Preference to all other civil TIoftitutions 
whatever, For then this Kingdom (as 


he fays) had not been in its preſent Con- 


dition; but the Conftitution would have 
had, in every Member the Univerſities 
have ſent into the World ever ſince the 
Revolution, an Advocate for our Rights 
ind © I © ns 
But certainly Mr. Steele muſt here be 
in the wrong, ſince without doubt our 
Proteſtant Univerſities have taken that 
Care, in inſtructing their Pupils in that 
manner; and if any of them, when they 
came in the World ſaid or did any thing 
contrary to theſe good Inſtruct ions, it 
ought to be attributed to their Aſter- 
Corruption, and not to their Education. 
For it would be to reflect on the Univer- 
ſities, to ſpeak otherwiſe, I confeſs Iam 
ſomething ignorant in theſe Particulars, 
and am not acquainted with the preſent 
Method of Education there; but Lam of 
opinion, that ſuch Learned Bodies cannot 
be in the wrong, or if they are, that. we. 
had better let them alone, unleſs we 
could reform them. For to find fault 
with a Man in Power, is not the Way to 
reform, but provoke him. It is true, 1 
„ SIONS. - _— aa 
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(28) - 
have been lately in Company with a 
young Fellow of a College, who has 
raid at the Revolution; but I was ne- 
ver ſo audacious to think, that he learn'd 
thoſe Maxims at the Univerſity ; but 
here in London, where without doubt they 
may fall into ill Company, and be cor- 
rupted. They come up liere for a Re- 
laxation from Study, may happen to fall 
into Acquaintance with the Ladies, and 
there are a ſort of them very zealous a- 
gainſt the Revolution, and for the Pre. 
tender; and who knows but a Complat- 
 fance for the Fair Sex (ſo becoming a 
Man of fine Parts and good Breeding) 
might pervert their Judgments; and it 
would be very hard to lay this to an Uni- 
verſity Education. „ 

In this Article therefore T believe you 
will with me diſſent from Mr. Steele; 
but I thought my ſelf obliged to put it 
down, as ſeeming a very eſſential Part 
of his Caſe. „„ fo £1 

He goes on to conjure the Clergy by 
their Oaths to ſupport the Laws he is go- 
ing to repeat, and their Abjuration of the 

Pretender, in which he will allow no 
mental Reſervation, Equivocation, or a- 
ny manner of Eſcapes, by which tempo- 
, _ rary, Caſuiſts might hope to por the 

x | r So. MR... 
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He 
-Pretence of Zeal towards them, Men may 
carry on Deſigns deſtructive to the Na- 


EE 
Force of thoſe ſolemn Obligations.“ This 
« Lam ſure of (ſays he) that if the Body 
« of the Clergy, who conſiderately and 
« voluntarily enter'd into theſe Engage- 
« ments, ſhould be made uſe of as Inſtru- 
« ments and Examples to make the Na- 
« tion break through them, not only the 
« Succeſſion of the Crown, but the very 
« Effence of our Religion is in danger, 
« What a Triumph would it furniſh to 
« thoſe evil Men among us, who are Ene- 
“ mies to your Sacred Order? What Oc- 
« caſion would it adminiſter to Atheiſts 
“ and Unbelievers, to ſay that Chriſtia- 
& nity is nothing elſe but an out ward 
« Shew and Pretence among the moſt 
« knowing of its Profeſſors 2 What cou'd 
« we afterwards object to Jeſuits, Cc. 
But left this ſhould ſeem to proceed 
from any Fear of ſuch a Diſpoſition in 
the Clergy, or to inſinuate that there 
was many ſuch, he aſſures them the con- 
trary, and that he only puts them in mind 


how their own Honour and the Intereſt 


* 


of * is concernꝰd. Ms. 
rther ſhews them, that; under 


tion, their Intereſt, and Religion it ſelf. 


And that it is therefore their Duty to 


+ 


LS 
conſider, whether the Cry of the Church's 
Danger may not became a Truth; and I * 
46 you are Men of Senſe and, Honour | 
(fays Mr. Steelb) to exert your ſelves in I ft 
the undeceiving the Multitude, whenever B 
their affect ionate Concern for you may 
prove fatal to themſel ves. 
In ſhort (to come to an End of this if 
Epiſtle) he tells them, that ir will be an | d 
Action worthy of the Miniſters of the || © 
Church of England, to'diftinguiſh them- I © 
ſelves for tlie Love of their Country, of C 
our Laws, Liberties, Prerogative of the || © 
Crown, Se. „ Andas there are no In- IR 
ſtruments under Heaven (concludes he) fl 
© ſo capable of this great Work (the fix. I © 
ing the People in the true Intereſt of 

their Country and Religion) that God 
4 would make you ſuch to this divided 
Nation, is the hearty Prayer of, Efc. 
- The Preface is of the Neceſſity of Go- 
verament in general, the Excellence of 
oun mixt Government, the Miſery of de- 
ſpotick Power, and the La wfulneſs of 
a neceſſary. Reſiſtance ; the concluding 
Proof of which is the forequoted Opini- 
on of the preſent Lord Chancellc, of 
JJ ( i Sol 
le begins the Criſis with the Value of 
Liberty, that is, of living under our own m 


wm my ,.o©=O MO mit; 
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Rights and La ws, he laid down the La w 


telt the Gripe of Popery and arbitrary | 


ED) 
Laws made by our own Conſent, and 
not under the Arbitrary Power of one 
Man's Will. He ſhews thad our Ance 
ſtors have ſtriven for this Liberty, this 


Bleſſing, at the Expence of more Blooπ 


and Treaſure than any other Bleſſing 
could deſerve, and yet little enough for 
22 = ſhews hw we-lave — _ 
ucovert a greater un Kega 
of this — hr S our Predss 
ceſſors, and ſeem to have given up our 
Cauſe as not tenable. Torevive our ans 
cient Love of Liberty, and Zeal for out 


themſelves, to ſhew what e we * 
to the Benefit Of chen 13} 90 


He begins with an Act of Parten 
made in the 2d Seſſion of the iſt Lear of 
King Malliam and Queen: Mary, which 
contains our Claim of Rights, and the In» 

capacity of a Papiſt's Reigning in this 
Land. To this he ſubjoins the Scots AG 
of Settlement on the Revolution; from 
both which he would let us ſee the Senſe 
the two Nations had then of our Delive- 
ra nce and Deliverer, when they had juſt 


Power 5 nen are no.] too much forgot. [ 
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The 
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= The Death of Queen Mar and the 
Duke of Gloceſter, made the Nation 
take Care to prevent the Pretenſions of I 
the ſeveral Popiſh © Claimants of this 
Crown, on the Demiſe of King William, | 
and our preſent Sovereign Lady Queen 
ane; and by ſettling the Succeſſion of th 
the Throne in the Proteſtant Houſe of 
Hanover, ſecure us againſt the Return of Ie 
Popery and Arbitrary Power, by an Act n 
made in the 12th and 13th Year of the Re 
late King William, the Subftance of which 
Mr. Steele recites, for the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and an other 
Act for the farther Security of his Maje: 
ſty's Perſon and the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in the Proteſtant Line; for extin- 
guiſhing the Hopes of the pretended Prince 
of Wales, and all other Pretenders, and 
their ſecret and open Abettors; Which 
compleated the great Work of Deliverance 
of theſe Nations from Popery and Slavery, 
in ſecuring our Poſterity as well as our 
ſelves from theſe Evllss. 


* . 


; After this he gives the Subſtance of 
fome, and the Whole of other Acts of 
Parliament in her preſent Majeſty's 3 


A 


63, Ys 
directed to the ſame End, the Securing, 
the Succeſſion in me Proteſtant Line of 
the Houſe of Han ; and then ſhews it 
irrecoverably fix d in ＋ Act of Laion of 
the two Kingdoms of Eugland and Scot. 
land, and other ſubſequent Acts of the u- 
nited Kingdoms to the fame purpoſe. - He 
then proceeds to ſtate the Right the Peg- 


ple and Government of Mitain had to ſets _ 


le their Crow i to the beſt Advantage, 
and for the Security of their Laws and 
Religion; 10 


He tlien gives v usaView of our 
Succeſſes under the Duke of Marlborough; 
which are all Confirmations of our Secu- 
ity by the Reduction of the exorbitant 
Power: of France, which could only be 
dangerous to us; and then after a Refu- 
tation of the Calumnies of the Duke's E. 
emies, he comes to the Articles of Peace, 
one of the moſt important of Which he 


fakes the Demolition of Dunkirk. He 4 
farther gives a View of the State of the 4 


{fairs of the Empire, and the reſt of Eu. 
pe, and inſinuates ſome Doubts of the 
French King's Intentions of demoliſhin ng 
the Mole and Harbour of Dunkirłk. A 


ter ſome. Reflections 4 the Dileffefted, F 
| pp 
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E 
he comes to the Pretender's Converſion to 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the little De- 

pendance there is to be laid upon it by 
the Example of the Duke of Jork, Poe. He 
touches oh the Maſſacre of Tre/and, and 
that of Paris, as Inſtances of what we 
ought to expect from - a  Popiſh Prince, 
whether the Brotender or any y other cal 
mant of that Rel bn. IS 


He endet that we are 1 a 
aint all theſe Dangers by our Laws, and 
Ads of Settlement; and that the breaking 
through thoſe only can render us miert 


8 1 cee e 


There remains only to ſpeak al the 
Engliſhman ; but the ſame 
Topicks for the moſt Part recurring, you 
ppoſe that it is written with the 
ay and Brow; that is, all of it 
is cenſur'd. * the Houſe of 
Hommons, with a true and honeſt Zea 
for the Happiness and Safety. of the Bri- 
<#iſh Nation, and the Honour of her Ma- 


ace Spirit 


1 ſity, which binders E- builr wm 
pil NE Fade. LE | 4 111 
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Je- If EA thould happen any ne 
by Y rence of this Nature, in relation to 
He Affair, you ſhall be ſure to have a true an 


nd impartial n of it, „ 


WM 


* 


„ Your moſt humble Servant 


LONDON, 
March 20. 1741. 


